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GALLATIN COUNTY 

DETENTION CENTER 

F.A.Q. Continued 

 

Q. How will increased costs for Personnel & 

Maintenance/Operational expenses be paid?                  

A: Calculations show that an increase of 28 personnel 

positions, costing $1,234,000, and Maintenance/

Operational costs by $230,275.  These costs will be 

paid from new ‗‘taxable value‘ taxes set aside in FY07, 

FY08, FY09 and FY10 ($1,500,000).  In addition, costs 

will decrease for out-of-county detention, resulting in 

dollars available for new operational costs ($440,000 

in FY 2008). **Additional mill levy for operations is not 

anticipated. 

 

Q: Flat roof:  Why is the flat roof a good idea 

and why/how will it work?                                                  

A:  The specified single-ply EPDM membrane roofing is 

the largest market share product for roof covering of 

large architectural buildings and has an established 

track record for longevity and durability.  Properly 

installed, the roof is very cost effective.  The roof will 

have gentle slopes to drain as mandated by the building 

codes.  Use of materials for steeper slope roofs (metal 

panels, asphalt shingles, etc.) require substantial 

structural elements to support the roofs.  Our initial 

cost evaluations deem that long span, shallow slopes 

are the most cost effective approach to design of the 

building and roof structure.   

TODAY AND TOMORROW... 

GALLATIN COUNTY, MONTANA 

F.A.Q Continued 

Q: Are we building a high-end or low-end facility? 

A: Neither.  We are building a jail.  The new jail is a Spartan 

structure, consisting of large expanses of unadorned con-

crete walls, ceilings, and floors.  It is designed for efficient 

and cost-effective staffing and operation, while at the 

same time, provide staff with a safe environment to con-

duct their work. All items in this jail have been carefully 

evaluated and are essential to meet the prescribed re-

quirements of the Montana Jail Standards, the standards 

of the American Correctional Association, and the Pre-

Architectural Program as developed by the Gallatin County 

Sheriff‘s Office.  These standards help mitigate future 

grievances and lawsuits, saving taxpayers money. The 

building is designed to provide sufficient safe space for 

inmates to live, eat, and receive counseling and other ser-

vices that will assist in reducing the percentage of recidi-

vism.  The planned facility will relieve the current over-

crowded and substandard conditions in the existing jail, 

and anticipates the continued growth of Gallatin County 

through 2045.   

Q: Why do the inmates need/get TV?                     

A: Television is a tool for officers to help keep inmates in 

line.  There is one TV per dayroom and if one inmate misbe-

haves, the entire block loses the privilege.  We have also 

worked with Bresnan and restricted the channels they are 

allowed to see.  There is no HBO, Showtime, MTV, Court TV, 

Fox, Spike, and absolutely no child channels.   

F.A.Q. Continued 

 

Q: Why not continue using facilities in other 

counties? 

A: When Deputies/Officers are on transport, this short-

ens the manpower available in the community and other 

duties often get postponed or neglected.  Also, when our 

inmates are in other facilities, we have no control over 

them – the classification they are given within that facil-

ity, the privileges or consequences given to them for 

their behavior, or any other treatment issues.  Gallatin 

County remains responsible for inmate safety while hav-

ing no ability to ensure it.  The boarding of inmates in 

other counties does not include medical expenses and 

Gallatin County doesn‘t have the final say on what type of 

medical inmates receive.  There is also no guarantee that 

beds will always be available and at what rate they will be 

available.  In addition, Gallatin County has just been noti-

fied that the primary outside facility (Broadwater County) 

is planning to raise the daily rate. The existing jail will 

eventually be unusable, requiring all 70+ inmates to be 

housed out-of-county and incur the cost of inmate hous-

ing, transport, and medical expenses.  Also, Gallatin 

County has approximately 300 individuals on pre-trial 

supervision that could re-offend or break release condi-

tions, requiring the inmate be remanded to the jail until 

sentenced.  Without jail beds available as a motivator for 

these individuals to adhere to the release conditions, it is 

difficult to fully take advantage of the benefits of the pre-

trial program while also keeping this community safe.   

 

www.jailvote.info



OFFICIAL CAPACITY 

39 

AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION 

84 

In House: 62 

Out of Facility: 22 

AVERAGE ANNUAL TRANSPORTS  

TO OTHER FACILITIES 

127 

$31,750 total cost 

~ 

ANNUAL DETENTION CENTER COSTS 

FOR OPERATIONS 

*OPERATIONAL COSTS (FY 08) 

$1,331,210 

*TRANSPORTING and HOUSING IN-

MATES IN BROADWATER COUNTY 

$440,000, plus medical expenses 

FY 2008 

“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

FACT: Transporting prisoners is one of the most 

dangerous duties a Deputy/Officer has to per-

form.  Last year there were 127 transports, 68 of 

which were to Broadwater County‘s Detention 

Center.  Inmates have been known to escape from 

their restraints during transport, or act sick in 

order to require the officer to pull over to assess 

the situation.  Anytime you have an inmate outside 

of the secure detention center, the officer is 

more vulnerable. 

FACT: Each transport requires a Deputy and a 

Detention Officer.  When these officers are trans-

porting, other officers have to fill in to perform 

their duties which causes significant loss of staff 

and operational efficiency.   

FACT: Although an out-of-county Detention Center 

is holding our inmates, Gallatin County is ulti-

mately responsible for anything that may happen 

to our detainees while in other facilities. 

FACT: If the out-of-county Detention Center at 

any time decides it does not want or is unable to 

house the Gallatin County inmates, Gallatin County 

must immediately make arrangements for that 

movement. 

OFFICIAL CAPACITY 

160 

92,000 square feet 

EXPANSION CAPABILITIES 

Internal Expansion: 200 beds/double bunked 

External Expansions: 2 additional housing pods 

FACILITY WILL INCLUDE: 

Adult male and female detention, support services for 

administration, intake/booking, medical, dietary, laundry, 

counseling, religious and educational areas, DUI process-

ing, security systems, video surveillance, which all pro-

vide for a more efficient use of correctional staff. 

ESTIMATED COST 

Total Project Cost: $37,961,000 

Construction Cost: $27,000,000 

Bond Amount: $32,000,000 

New taxes on the bond would average $37.42 annually on 

$100,000 or $74.84 on $200,000 Department of Revenue 

market valued property #, (DOR value is typically 38-

40% of amount for which a house would sell.) 

A SNAP SHOT OF OUR 

CURRENT DETENTION FACILITY 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
BY THE PUBLIC 

A SNAP SHOT OF THE 

PROPOSED DETENTION 

FACILITY Q: Will the current Detention Center remain on the 

site while the new facility is constructed?   A: Yes. 

Until the new facility is constructed and operational, the old 

facility will remain on site. The old Detention Center will then 

be demolished, removed, and recycled when possible. 

Q: Does the current proposal include future expan-

sions?  A: Yes, two expansions are proposed North of the 

new facility.  The initial facility is expandable from 160 

―beds‖ to 200 ―beds‖ without additional construction. 

Q: Are food services in the new facility necessary?                                                                         

A:  YES. The costs of outsourcing meals for the current 

facility are $18 day/inmate as opposed to the projected cost 

of less than $6.00 day/inmate with an internal Detention 

Center meal facility. (Savings of more than $1,000 day/ 100 

inmates.) 

Q. Is it more cost effective to house inmates in 

other counties than it is to build and operate a lar-

ger facility?  A: NO.  The current budget to transport and 

house inmates in other facilities costs the taxpayers just 

over half the annual operational budget (2007—$440,000 

was spent in out-of-area facilities.)  A: NO.  This does not 

take into account the 300+ defendants on pre-trial supervi-

sion. A: NO.  Deputies and Officers currently only take ar-

restees to the Detention Center as a last resort due to ca-

pacity issues. A: NO.  Municipal and Justice Court Judges 

often take into account the current Detention Center situa-

tion when sentencing defendants. 


